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1. Will no one tell me what she sings?
Perhaps the plaintive numbers flow
For old unhappy, far off things,
And battles long ago.

(a) Explain the use of ‘Perhaps’ in the second line?
(b) What quality of the solitary reaper’s song is expressed here?
(c) Is the reaper yearning for something in the entire poem?

2. Or is it some more humble lay,
Familiar matter of to-day?
Some natural sorrow, loss or pain,
That has been, and maybe again?

(a)     What does the poet mean by ‘Humble lay’ in the first line?
(b)     Is her song a daily work of sadness? Comment.
(c) What does the poet wish to convey by saying “That has been, and maybe again”?

3. I listened motionless and still
And as I mounted up the hill,
The music in my heart I bore,
Long after it was heard no more

(a) Where did the poet go after the song is over?
(b) Why did he bear the music in his heart?
(c) What does the poet want to convey by ‘Long after it was heard no more’?

4. A voice so thrilling never was heard
In spring time from the cuckoo bird
Breaking the silence of the seas
Among the farthest Hebrides

(a) Why does the poet compare the Reaper’s voice to the song of the cuckoo bird?
(b) Name the poet ?
(c) Name the literary device used in the third line?

6. What are the probable themes of the song sung by the Solitary Reaper?
7. How was the poet affected by the song of the Solitary Reaper?.
8. What was the impact of the song of the Solitary Reaper on nature?

Extract Based Questions

Short Answer Type Questions



9. What qualities of the Solitary reaper are described in the poem ? Which of them you like the
most and why?
10. What metaphorical meaning is implied in the brook’s carrying trout and grayling?

13. The solitary reaper is rich in visual imagery. Comment.
14. How has the poet brought out that the song sung by the solitary reaper was really enchanting

and incomparable? (150 words)
15. How has Wordsworth admired and idealised the simple rustic life in “The Solitary Reaper”.

Long Answer Type Questions
1*3=3marks
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